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Republicans Issue Wake-up Call for Clinton
Setting the Course: A National Drug Strategy

On December 13, 1995, Majority Leader Bob Dole and Speaker of the House Newt
Gingrich convened a bicameral Leadership Task Force on National Drug Policy. The task force
was chaired by Senators Charles Grassley and Orrin Hatch as well as House Members William
Zeliff and Henry Hyde. They were asked to develop the principles for a coherent, national
counter-drug policy as well as a supporting strategy for future action.

On March 28, 1996, the Leadership Task Force released its five point national drug
strategy:

Sound interdiction Strategy;
Serious international commitment to the full range of counter-narcotic
activities;
Effective enforcement of the nation's drug laws;
United full-front commitment towards prevention and education; and
Accountable and effective treatment with a commitment to learn from our
nation's religious institutions.

The Clinton Administration's Empty Bully Pulpit

The Clinton Administrationl has downplayed the drug issue, demoting it as a national
priority and distancing the President from it. The message that drug use was wrong was de-
emphasized, while interdiction andl enforcement were downplayed in order to concentrate on
treatment. President Clinton decided to replace the successful "JUST SAY NO" campaign with
a "JUST SAY NOTHING" approach. We are now suffering the consequences.

Youthful drug use is up sharply:
* A recent HHS survey showed that marijuana use had increased by an average of

50 percent among young people.

Hard-core drug use seems to beion the rise as well:
i Cocaine-related emergency room episodes hit their highest level in history in

1994 and marijuana-related emergency room episodes jumped 39 percent.

The availability of drugs is up:
* The data show that 1cheaper and purer drugs are getting through to America's

streets in greater quantities than ever before.
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Republicans Rise to the Call

On the one issue that disproportionately harms the poor - that is, in fact, ravaging the
children of the poor - President Clinton and his Administration have simply abandoned the
nation's defense. Republicans' first priority is to ensure that our children, the most at-risk
population, do not fall victim to the scourge of a new drug epidemic.

The message that drug use is both harmful and wrong is simply not getting through. The
President is silent; the national media are silent; popular movies and videos glorify the use of
illegal drugs. Experience tells us what the cost of indifference can be.

In the words of Task Force member Representative Ben Gilman: "...we need eradication,
interdiction, and strong law enforcement on the supply side, along with education, treatment, and
rehabilitation simultaneously on the demand side." Republicans have exactly that, a balanced
and solid strategy for the war against drugs.

The Republican Strategy that Works

Interdiction: Stopping the Enemies' Attack
Republicans are committed to protecting our borders from the pestilence of drugs. On
land, air and sea, our nation's enforcement officers are ready and willing to protect this
country. All they need is a strong commitment from the nation's leaders and the
resources to do their job. Republicans promise their full support.

Further, Republicans believe it makes little sense to mothball expensive hardware,
bought and paid for by American taxpayers for the war on drugs, while narcotics are
flowing virtually unimpeded into the country.

International Efforts: Eradicating the Enemies' Base
Republicans support renewed efforts by the United States Customs Service, Drug
Enforcement Administration, Immigration and Naturalization Service, Department of
Defense, and Coast Guard to identify sources, methods, and individuals involved in
trafficking. Disruption and prosecution need to be the focus of our anti-drug efforts.

Effective Enforcement: Commit the Crime, Do the Time
According to a February 1992 Bureau of Justice Statistics report, 49-percent of persons
arrested for drug offenses were presently felony probationers. Expanding the group to
anyone previously arrested for a felony yields a 72-percent recidivism rate.

According to a July 25, 1995 Bureau of Justice Statistics report, among released
prisoners the average sentence for a violent crime was eight years. However, the average
time served was only three years, or just under half the total maximum sentence.

The Clinton Administration's "revolving door" justice is making innocent Americans
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prisoners in their own communities. Republicans know the cause of crime - criminals.
It is criminals who should be behind bars, not innocent families.

Prevention and Education: Returning Virtue to Message
A key component of any coherent, sustained counter-drug program must be a public
education program. This means ensuring that the "bully pulpit" is not empty and that
national leadership is not AWOL. The anti-drug message must be clear, consistent, and
repeated often. Every year, a new group of young people reach adolescence and the anti-
drug message must be renewed and made relevant for them.

Treatment: Returning to Proper Balance
Task Force co-chair Representative William Zeliff notes that "the documented
misapplication of (prevention) monies, including everything from school bicycle pumps
and ping-pong balls to dental hygiene and latex gloves, is not just wasteful. It is
hoodwinking the American people and, where it has happened, intolerable ["Anti-Waste,
Not Anti-Children," New York Times, March 16, 1995, p. Al9]."

Republicans realize that emphasizing treatment alone addresses the wrong end of the
problem. You cannot win! a war by focusing on the treatment of the wounded.

Treatment is most effective for those who are motivated or who face a substantial penalty
if they do not achieve and maintain sobriety. Unfortunately, few people who are
chronically addicted see the benefits of getting off drugs. Because of this, some critical
treatment slots are taken up by chronic addicts who have little or no motivation for
change.

Not a Conclusion, but a Beginning

Representative Henry Hyd , co-chairman of the Task Force on National Drug Policy,
said, "a vacuum of leadership wasIcreated when the government's policy changed from what was
'zero tolerance' in the 1980s, to that of apparent tolerance." In response, Majority Leader
Robert Dole stated that the National Drug Strategy "is not a conclusion. It is a beginning. A
beginning of an effort to put drugs back on the national agenda.... With committed leadership,
a comprehensive drug strategy, and a strong and united anti-drug message, together we can and
- once again - will win the War on Drugs."
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